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Welcome to the first issue of PERSIST fanzine. Why PERSIST? It is so named 
because that is exactly what a handful of us have done. Exist. Persist. Now 
are the best of times,while also being the most miserable. I am talking 
about Chicago specifically,but it may also be applied to scenes abroad. 
^Straightedge came and went. It had its fifteen minutes to shine. Sure for a 
■ number of misguided people it was a mere trend,no one has ever denied that. 
™ Does that nullify the validity of straightedge? I think not. The greater 
punk community has failed to see what I have seen. The sincerity. The dedi- 
>•' cation. The lifelong commitment. The heartfelt longing to better yourself 
I and,in doing so,better all life surrounding you. The trendy people are long 

f gone,yet straightedge continues to burn in the hearts and minds of so many. 

This movement will not die. I feel straightedge is at its pinnacle right now 
...yes,right now is the strongest it has ever been. The weak have fallen by 
the wayside,leaving straightedge exactly where it belongs,in the hands of 
the strong and caring. Persist. It is a great feeling knowing that people 

across the country continue to live the spirit of straightedge,but it hurts 

equally as strong knowing that persons you once considered friends are now 
making a mockery of what you feel deep inside. To those who have persisted 
you have my utmost respect and undying loyalty. To those who spoke words 
that they obviously never believed,farewell. Let's keep in mind that this 
scene is only as good as we make it. 


{ 




I 


E 


This fanzine is my first attempt,please bear with my sometimes disjointed 
thoughts. The idea to do PERSIST has been brewing in my head for quite some 
time. The northern Illinois scene has lived through a tremendous drought of 
lack of communication. I will use this space to speak about ideas and events F 
that are of importance to us. I will use this space to promote and further 
the ideas of people I feel are striving to improve our current situation. 

I will use this space as a forum ,a place for discussion and the exchange 
of information. I will use this space, to confront the problems that are too 
urgent to ignore any longer. This fanzine,and many like it,is the essence of 
straightedge. Straightedge has always been more than just a style of music 
or a certain style of dress. It seems as if some people have forgotten what 
straightedge really is,which is truly sad. I cringe thinking of certain 
mindless clones that associate themselves with a movement that I have lived 
and loved for years. Now is the time to educate. Now is the time to change. 

I would appreciate it if you read this,think about it,and then form an 
opinion of your own. Too many people have been led blindly through this 
scene. Information is a healthy weapon,USE IT. 
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music that m.Oves me enough to listen to it constantly... 
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MOUTHPIECE 7 " 
RESSURECTION "Culture" 7 " 
EARTH CRISIS "All Out War" 7 " 
RISE ABOVE "No Pain,No Gain" 
THE SMITHS everything 
RAID "Above The Law" cd 
JUNCTION "Falling And Laughing" 
ENDPOINT "Catharsis" lp 
SPLIT LIP "Soul Kill" 
CATHERINE WHEEL "Ferment" lp 
LIFETIME 7 " 

THE SUNDAYS "Blind" lp 
OUTSPOKEN "A Light In The Dark" 
SWALLOW "Blow" lp 

WIDE AWAKE "The End" 7 " 

MORRISSEY "Your Arsenal" lp 
PROJECT X 7 " 
SLOWDIVE "Blue Day" cd 
STRIFE "Mandel Can Suck It" 
JULIANA HATFIELD "Hey Babe" 
FRAME Demo *93 
MOZART "Requiem" lp 
CRUD Demo 1 93 
END TO END 7 " 

"It's For Life" Compilation lp 


7 " 


lp 


I thank you to the following individuals..* 

Jim,Carey,Jody,Jon,Moon,Chad,Brian(Snake Eyes fanzine),Rob-Duncan-Lee-Chad 
(ENDPOINT),EVERLAST,Pat-Erik(ANGER HOUSE),Todd-Kelly(CLAYFACE),Frank and 
! Jody(Ohio),Courage Straightedge Crew,Sean,Stacey S.E.,Kurt(Catalyst 
I fanzine),JACKHAMMER,SPLIT LIP,Mike d.c.,Mike(Conquer The World Records), 
Andy(Initial Records),Eric(Element fanzine),Aaron and Adam,Bill-Bruce 
(BLOODLINE),Karl(EARTH CRISIS),Chris(CHOKEHOLD),fiob-Chris-Dave-Zusi 
(RESSURECTION),David-Dan-Ari(LIFETIME),Jim(CONVICTION),PROPHETS OF RAGE, 

! SILENCE,RESTRAINT,Stormtrooper fanzine,Forgo fanzine,Tim-Jason-Pete 
, (MOUTHPIECE),Moshpit Steamroller,Mat(Radio Riot fanzine),Tracy S.E.,Mandel 
and Indecision fanzine,Justin(Suburban fanzine),Norm(SHELTER),CRUD,Tony 
(Consequence Records),and to every person who exemplifies straightedge. 
Special thanks to Stacy for support,! love you. 


no thanks to those people who did not know the meaning of friendship,you 
know who you are. what a waste of my time and effort. 


this issue is dedicated to Smile fanzine. I obtained it over the summer 
and it inspired me to do Persist,although you may not be able to tell. 







PROPHETS OF RAGE is quite an intimidating name. This five piece group from 
the northside of Chicago live up to their moniker. Their lyrical stance is 
one that is admired by some and feared by others. They are quickly making 
a name for themselves in the Chicago scene and with the release of their 
7*' looming,it is but a matter of time until PROPHETS OF RAGE is a name 
spoken across the country. This interview was conducted through the mail 
with vocalist Dan in mid-December 1992. 

Let's start simple with band members and ages. 

Dan- The band consists of me,Dan,I sing. A1 plays bass. Dave plays guitar. 
Billy drums and George plays guitar. We are all between 18 and 19 
years old. 

How long has PROPHETS OF RAGE been around? 

Dan- Prophets has been around over a year and a half. We formed in the 

spring of 1991,originally with a different drummer and guitarist. A 
few months after that we split with them and got Dave and Bill. So 
the lineup has been together for a little over a year. 

How did you come up with the name? 

Dan- PROPHETS OF RAGE same originally from a PUBLIC ENEMY song of thesame 
name. Back when we started I thought P.E. was really the shit. Since 
then I've changed my mind because of a lot of homophobic and sexist 
(not to mention their ignorant anti-Jewish and borderline racist) 
things they have said,but the name has still stuck. Besides,it was a 
choice between that or BRAWL. 

What,or who,inspired you to start this band? 

Dan- We formed the band one night sitting in (ironically) Billy's base¬ 
ment. It was kind of like,"hey,that would be fun.",and it just went 
on from there. I wanted a way to vent my political beliefs and every¬ 
one else really wanted to play music. We were all in bands before but 
nothing really worked out,or people moved away. As far as inspiration 
goes,I think we all were really helped along by BILLINGSGATE,who we 
were all friends with(Squirrel played bass in a band I was in). To 
see these people we knew do so much really made us feel like we could 
do something to. 

When was your first show? Do you enjoy playing for people? 

Dan- Our first show was in our old guitarists basement,and about eight 

punks showed up. It really brought us back to earth. Since then each 
show we have played has gotten better. Playing in front of people is 
really a trial by fire,I think that it's taken us until this past 
summer to be able to play live well. Now it seems like every show 
just gets better,not only our playing but with more people getting 
into it. 

What type of message are you trying to convey? Who writes the lyrics? 

Dan- Damn,that's the question with the long answer. Since it seems like a 
lot more of these questions are going to cover, this more in depth,I 
will just give the short answer. Our songs deal with treating people 
as equals on all levels. The way our society is set up there are so 
many different types of people and we all have to learn to accept 
each other. Oh,by the way,I write all the lyrics. 

Thoughts on the Chicago scene. 

Dan- The Chicago scene is really sad. It has so much potential..With so 
many people in the area that are into the music,it seems like we 
should have the most kick ass scene. Yet no one seems willing to try 
to get along. Instead of having one big scene.we have a bunch of 
little factions that barely ever interact. It's really too bad. 
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child molesters. Did anyone notice that this election year Colorado 
passed a law taking away what they called "Special" rights for homo¬ 
sexuals? Yeah,special rights like not being fired from your job,kicked 
out of an apartment,denied insurance,simply for your sexual preference. 
What Colorado took away is equal rights,not special rights. Did the 
media pay much attention? No. Surprising? No. # 

Vegetarianism. 

Dan- I personally feel that vegetarianism is the way to go. It's healthier 
and humane. Only A1 and I are vegetarians in our band,everyone else 
ain't,so I'm not going to say too much. 

Straightedge. 

Dan- I'm straight,I always have been. I'm not straightedge. I don't feel a 
need to belong to that kind of movement. I'm straight not because of 
what Ian MacKaye said,but because I don't want to support the CIA or 
the slavery of thousands of Central American farmers. However,I'm the 
only one that's straight in our band,and it doesn't seem to be an 
issue either way. 

Fighting/Violence. 

Dan- Fighting doesn't solve anything. Period. 

Who are some of your musical and lyrical influences? 

Dan- Our musical influences are really varied. I think that shows in our 

music. We're influenced by hardcore bands like INTEGRITY,JUDGE,FUGAZI, 
SPITBOY,and BLOODLINE. But we also use a lot of stuff from rap and 
grindcore,especially the BEASTIE BOYS and EXHORDER. As far as lyrics 
I am influenced by Jello Biafra's spoken word stuff,the DISPOSABLE 
# HEROES OF HIPHOPRISY,and the performance art of Karen Finley. 

How did you get involved with punk/hardcore? 

Dan- I got into hardcore through a friend of mine,Seth,who introduced me to 
Bruce from BLOODLINE. This was probably four years ago. Over that 
summer,I taught Bruce to play guitar by learning old oi! and hardcore 
songs,and teaching them to him(He sang for BLOODLINE at the time). 

Then I got to know Squirrel and went to shows,it was really fun. 

Favorite records of all time? 

Dan- Mine? CULTURE CLUB,JUDGE,PRINCE,and SPITBOY.(hey,it's the truth') 

Favorite book? 

Dan- My favorite book is probably "Generation X" by Douglas Copeland. Also 
"Shock Treatment" by Karen Finley is amazing. 

How many times have you been to the top of the Sears Tower? 

Dan- I think only once,with Camp Dakota in third grade. Funny thing is,Al 

was there too. Personally,I prefer the John Hancock building. You don't 
have sit through the slideshow. 

What do you wish to accomplish with PROPHETS OF RAGE? 

Dan- Hopefully Prophets will do well with the 7" out and all. We'll be doing 
a summer tour hopefully across the U.S.(please,if we can play your towr. 
write to us!). We don't see any termination plans in the near future, 
it's too fun. 

Final words.•• ^ ^ , i 

San- We're going to have a seven inch out at the end of January,put out by 
Collective Chaos Records. We just recorded it. It'll be $2.^(hope¬ 
fully) and will include a free condom! Look for ads everywhere. Thanks 
for doing this interview and good luck! 



For correspondence: 
PROPHETS OF RAGE 
1911 W. Evergreen #3 
Chicago,IL 60622 


For seven inch: 
Collective Chaos 
P.0. Box 81961 
Chicago,IL 60681 
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August 16,1992 Club Blitz Chicago,IL 
PROPHETS OF RAGE,SILENCE,MAJORITY OF ONE,and SNAPCASE 
It's a shame that this place goes by a name which was best left in our 
memories. To me this is by no means Club Blitz. Club Blitz was much more 
than just a name,it was a time and a feeling,neither of which currently 
exist. PROPHETS OF RAGE started things off. They played a short set of older 
style hardcore with an ever-so slight punk influence. The music was okay,but 
a bit sloppy. Lyrically they scored big. PROPHETS OF RAGE attacked the status 
quo with a vengeance. People did not seem too receptive of this,disappointing 
me and once again proving the close-mindedness of Chicago. All in all,P.O.R. 
were pretty good. Time can only help them achieve what they are capable of. 
DeKalb's SILENCE were up next. Tonight was the best I have seen them. I can¬ 
not place my finger on the exact reason why,but I did enjoy SILENCE’S metal 
tinged hardcore. They ended their set with a cover of "Essence" by EVEN 
SCORE. The crowd went nuts for this classic. MAJORITY OF ONE played an un¬ 
announced set. TRANSCEND were originally scheduled to play but were forced to 
cancel due to a lost band member. I had been looking forward to seeing 
MAJORITY OF ONE for a couple years now. They played tons of new stuff,most of 
which sounded pretty good. They did not quite meet the expectations I had, 
but that could have been due to the fact that they had not practiced in a 
while and they were also playing on borrowed equipment. Maybe next time. 

Last up was the band that everybody had come to see. SNAPCASE,from Buffalo, 
had played here three times before and garnered a healthy following. SNAP- 
CASE were adequate but the intensity shown in previous shows was sadly absent. 
They played a short set of about six songs. Did not play "Death Squads". Hope 
they are better next time. 













(October 24,1992 Toledo t OH 

^ENDPOINT,WORLD'S COLLIDE,SPLIT LIP,and 1 other band. 

■Sorry,I do not remember the first band's name. They were okay,nothing special 
jand too funky for my taste. SPLIT LIP were up next. I had been anxiously 
Awaiting to see them again. They did not disappoint. SPLIT LIP lived up to the 
^immense praise that has been heaped upon them over the past few months. 

|Energetic and moving. They played songs off the ■?" plus a ton of newer ones. 
^This band is a must see. WORLD'S COLLIDE. People in Toledo made it rather 
| iobvious that they hated W.C. before they even made it to the stage. Through- 
I 'out the set cries of "rockstars","sexist pigs",and "go home" were heard quite 
j ‘Soften. Somebody decided that yelling was not enough,jumping off the speaker 
| 'landing a knee directly in singer Matt's back. The music stopped,people 
j ^yelled back and forth,and for a few brief seconds it looked as if a riot was 
^inevitable. Thankfully further confrontation was avoided. The whole situation 
"was ridiculous. I cannot defend WORLD'S COLLIDE as people,but they had every 
Jright to be on that stage. If you do not like,or agree,with a particular band 
fine,but that is no reason to sneak attack them. Overall,WORLD'S COLLIDE were 
5 much better than when I saw them in Chicago earlier this summer. Lastly was 
jthe band that I had driven five hours to see. ENDPOINT are without question 
\ the best live band in the country today,bar none. They improve every time I 
j see them,which is an incredible feat. Tonight's performance was no exception. 
| i Frontman Rob Point conveys his message best in a live setting. The sincerity 
j and urgency are unmistakeable. ENDPOINT is a band with incredible music and a 
jlyrical stance that refuse to be ignored. If they are ever within seven hours 
of you I would strongly recommend that you experience ENDPOINT. The MISFITS 
; cover has to go though,bring back the PROJECT X! 




















November 11,1992 McGregor's Elmhurst,IL 


DOWN BY LAW,SUPERFLY ?0,and BOLLWEEVILS 

r missed the BOLLWEEVILS and SUPERFLY 70 because I was sitting in my apart¬ 
ment watching the brand new episode of "Beverly Hills 90210". It was a 
worthwhile tradeoff. I finally made it to McGregor's,I walked inside over 
to the spot where DOWN BY LAW were selling their shirts. Can that man be 
Colin Sears? Yes,it is. Dave Smalley and Colin Sears in one night...I don't 
know if I can take it. My hopes began at that point. Hmm,maybe they will 
play a song off of the almighty "Can I Say" record. After the theme song to 
"Star Wars" finished DOWN BY LAW came out. They began with an old D.O.A. 
cover,then ran through numerous songs off their first two albums. DOWN BY 
LAW had the energy but some songs were not as well rehearsed as I had 
expected. Then it happened. A DAG NASTY song,then another. It was mes- 
mirizing. Rumor had it that they were also planning to play "Straight Edge" 
by MINOR THREAT. Dave Smalley is god! All in all,DOWN BY LAW are a great 
band destined to be a greater force. _ 
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£ November 21,1992 Roy's basement Skokie,IL 
\ ENDPOINT,CLAYFACE,ANGER HOUSE,SUPERFLY 70,and EVERLAST 
<Five bands,five dollars. Nearly one hundred people crammed into a small 
| basement. This is hardcore. I saw a great deal of new faces in the crowd, 
jj which is inspiring and depressing all at once. Starting things off were 
£ EVERLAST. A very impressive young band who are quickly reserving a 
jj permanent spot in the Chicago scene. They ended with a good BLOODLINE 
\ cover. There is a bright future for these youngsters. SUPERFLY 70 were 
kalot better than I had expected. Solid hardcore sound,but I haven't the 
l slightest idea what their lyrics are about,a fact that arouses my curious- 
jity. They had me with them up until their last song,an ill advised 
! INTEGRITY cover. Bad choice,one which halved my respect for them. BLOOD¬ 
LINE sort of played one song. Bill,BLOODLINE vocalist,was backed up by 
l members of ANGER HOUSE to do "The Waiting Game". I wish the rest of 
JBLOODLINE would have shown up so that they could have played their full set 
t ANGER HOUSE continued to take Chicago by storm. A rare local outfit that 
! combines powerful music with intelligent lyrics. Be on the lookout for an 
; upcoming 7". CLAYFACE from Omaha were next in line. This band features some 
l former members of SAY NO MORE. The music was reminiscent of SAY NO MORE,but 
5a tad bit heavier. Once more,ENDPOINT tops the bill. Tonight's show was 
.. different. Bassist Kyle was absent leaving the bass duties to be split amon, 
i guitarists Chad and Duncan. This was a sub-par show for them,but hey,even 
? when ENDPOINT are not at their best they still remain better than 95% of th 
s bands out today. The thing that kept them from sinking was Rob's stage 
?Presence,which is strong enough to attract your full attention. During one 
j of the last songs the microphone continued to go out so Rob stood face to 
j face with the audience and yelled the song. Will this band ever cease to 
\ amaze me with their outright intensity? ENDPOINT closed this show with a 
\ RITES 0F SPRING song. They were well worth the five dollars alone. One 
» ma J°r complaint about the show,kids dancing for the sake of appearing cool 
•and/or tough. It did not seem to matter that bands were trying to spread an 
! important message. Everyone was far more interested in running around in 
;circles and crashing into one another. The message appeared to be lost in 
lthe chaos. Sad. 
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* December 12,1992 No Palace Studio Chicago,XL 
■I PROPHETS OF RAGE.SQUIDDLY DIDDLY SPOT.M.C. SPIKE,and THINK 

j This show was a benefit for the upcoming 7" release by PROPHETS OF RAGE. I 

* had never been to this place before. It was in the basement of an art 

\ gallery or something. This was as d.i.y. as it gets,which is great to see. 

* Wish more people in Chi-town would take the initiative and do something 
similar. Tons of free literature geared towards tearing down this decaying 
system could be found at this place. The turnout was disappointing,but that 

i is typical for Chicago. JACKHAMMER,from Indianapolis,were scheduled to play 
■' but cancelled at the last minute. THINK was first. Not really a band.it was 

! a rapper with backing tapes. I enjoyed the sentiments expressed,but very 
, few rap acts impress me and THINK was no exception. I missed M.C. SPIKE.oh 
| well. I wish I had missed SQUIDDLY DIDDLY SPOT. They were the noisiest,most 
| fucking aggravating band I have ever heard. Sheer torture. Finally .PROPHETS 
3s OF RAGE came on. As predicted, time and practice have improved PROPHETS OF 
.5 rage. The small p.a. did their power no justice,but such is life. P.O.R. 

3 have developed into a solid hardcore outfit. Once again it was the biting 
1 lyrics that stole the show. All the evils in America were fair game for 
verbal attack. I love this band. Chicago's newest force to be reckoned 
^ with. 

















December 19*1992 In-Grounds Detroit,MI 
EARTH CRISIS,CHOKEHOLD,and SLUGFEST 

It was another rainy drive to Detroit,which seemed like it took forever. As 
usual the directions were wrong but we eventually found the place. When we I 
arrived the security guard told us that nothing was happening and that the 
coffee house was closed. After about fifteen minutes we sorted that problem 
out. It was quickly approaching show time and we were the only people in 
the parking lot. At around the time the show was supposed to start a few 
others showed up. We walked inside and promptly discovered that EDGEWISE 
had cancelled the night before and none of the remaining bands had shown up 
yet. Disaster? Not yet. We waited and waited. Finally the bands showed up. 

! What a relief. SLUGFEST,from Buffalo,played first. They were pretty good. 

' An energetic singer helped their cause. SLUGFEST were a fairly decent 
; metallic hardcore band. They did a SICK OF IT ALL cover,which should tell 
1 you where they are coming from. I heard that they have two 7"s coming out 
i in the near future. Next was CHOKEHOLD,who drove down from Canada. I was 
• curious to see them after hearing so much about them. It was a hit and miss 
: type show for CHOKEHOLD. Some songs were great,some were sloppy. Their 

sound was mean.sort of like HELMET crossed with a newer hardcore band. I am 

\ 9 

\ looking forward to seeing them again. Last up was Syracuse,New York's EARTH 
; CRISIS. HOLY SHIT !!! I figured they would be good after hearing the 7 M a 
; couple times,but I didn't expect this. One of the best bands I have ever 
\ had the pleasure to witness. Urgent,militant lyrics coupled with passionate, 
j powerful,destructive music. Singer Karl has one of the angriest voices in 
| hardcore today. The band had a great stage presence,especially the guitar 
player who carelessly flung his guitar around his neck and seemed to be in 
j his own world. EARTH CRISIS are a band not to be missed. Well worth the 
i drive. Amazingly the "Detroit curse" didn't strike. 
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Southern California 
k Straightedge 


4-song 7' 
out now! 


Make checks/M.O, 
payable to 
\ Dave Handel 


Also: 

Indecision Fanzine 13 
Four Walls Falling. Drift 
Again. Ressurection. and 
Outspoken. S2.00 ppd. 


23391 Mulholland Dr 
Woodland Hills, CA 
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December 29,1992 In-Grounds Detroit,MI 
SHELTER,RESSURECTION,JACKHAMMER,and 1 other band 

Another long drive to Detroit,but at least this time I got to sit in back 
and relax. When we arrived I heard that RESSURECTION 1 s van had broken down. 
Could the Detroit "curse” strike again? No. All went well and all the bands 
showed up,eventually. The first band were the immenent HELMET wanna-be's. 
Big deal. JACKHAMMER from Indianapolis were up next. They played a fairly 
competent set of metal-influenced hardcore. They 1 11 improve with time. I 
had been dying to see RESSURECTION again since the last time we saw them in 
St.Louis. They did not disappoint. This time around they are playing as a 
four piece after losing guitarist Norm to SHELTER. To tell you the truth it 
didn 1 t make much of a difference. RESSURECTION were as brutal as ever and 
still blurring the line between music and noise. This is a band that has 
the message and the music. The stage was sort of small which may account 
for the lack of movement on stage,but toth Rob and Dave were in the crowd 
at one point or another. This was the best I have seen them yet. SHELTER 
played last. I didn*t really watch them because there was so much fucking 
smoke in this place I thought I was going to pass out. Besides,they were 
not as good as I have seen in the past. All in all a good show. 
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ANTI-RACIST 

ACTION 
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ANTI-RACIST ACTION is a non-partisan group dedicated to actively opposing the racist right, 9 

racist institutions, and the racism involved in our everyday societal relations. Operating by * 

principles of non-hierarchical organization and direct-democratic process, A.R.A. seeks to watch c 
and take records of racist groups and activities, organize against and actively oppose racist 
activities and events, educate people, groups, and communities about racism and its underlying 
connections to other forms of oppresssion, as well as supporting and pulling together existing 
anti-racist forces for these purposes. 

ANTI-RACIST ACTION is open to those who wish to actively participate in our efforts as well 
as contribute to our constant process of unlearning racism and developing an anti-racist theory 
which can be turned into practice. 

JOIN US! ^ 


The 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
of each month 
6:30pm, 750 S. Halsted 
Chicago Circle Center 
(meet in 2nd floor lounge) 


To get there: Take the O'Hare-Congress-Douglas line to the UlC-Halsted stop and 
walk a few blocks south, or take the Halsted bus #8 right to the front. Go inside CCC 
and look for the signs. 

For further information or to report racist activities/events, 

















Tony "Victory",what a fucking joke. The one time self-appointed "god" of 
straightedge has fallen and looks to us for sympathy. Boo-hoo. I did this 
interview to give people the truth. I don't really care how upset he is 
with me. Maybe I will interview this irrelevant scenester every month! 
Follow me into the pathetic mind of one Anthony Brummel. 

PERSIST FANZINE -So what have you been up to lately besides getting drunk? 
Tonv -I have been busy with victory and my other job. Between the two I put 
in eighty plus hours a week. A month ago I was going through some 
trying personal times and I ended up getting very intoxicated(loser- 
Jeff). I went through bouts of severe depression. I am not proud of 
what. I did,but I did it and will not deny it(although by calling my 
story "gossip" he did try to deny it-J). I wish I would have had 
someone to talk to about my problems but I didn't and I dealt with 
them incorrectly(Hmm,maybe if you wouldn't have treated the entire 
Chicago scene like shit you would have had someone to talk to. Maybe 
if you wouldn't have acted so superior to the rest of us we would 
care,but you treat everyone like peasents and deserve everything you 
receive in retribution shithead. You took evervone for granted and 
now no one cares about you. Boo fucking hoo.-J). I don't appreciate 
your outward attack with this question(As if I care-J). If a problem 
I had is humorous to you than that is sad because straightedge is 
about caring and trying to help people(this statement coming from a 
person who never helps anyone unless he can get something out of it. 
Straightedge is about having the strength to confront your problems 
without using drugs to escape them. We all have trying times,but you 
chose the easy way out. If I used "trying times" as an excuse to 
drink than I would probably be pissed out of my mind five or six days 
out of every week. Nobody forced that bottle into your mouth so don't 
give us any fucking sob stories.-J). I did drink but I stopped. 
Everyone makes mistakes. 

PF- Obviously straightedge did not mean a whole lot to you,doesn't it make 
you feel like a hypocrite? 

Tonv - No,I don't feel like a hypocrite. I made a mistake but I bounced 
back. I am just thankful that I had the strength to bring myself 
back on my own-since I took myself down on my own(I wouldn't really 
call that strength. Don't hurt yourself patting your own back.-J). 

I am thankful that the problem only lasted a couple of weeks and 
that alcohol was the crutch I grabbed instead of heroin or cocaine 
(You know,I am glad that the problem only lasted a couple of weeks 
too because your ex-girlfriend should not have to receive threaten¬ 
ing phone calls from you while you were in a drunken stupor. Real 
tough of you. Next time you need a crutch to grab try suicide-J). 

PF - "Put the bottle to your lips,Your life's so ill equipped",does that 
sound vaguely familiar? 

Tonv - The quotation you mention is an excerpt from the even score song 
"Nothing". I still believe in this phrase(oh do you,Curtis-J). 

PF- Isn't it ironic,you were the person who always went out of his way to 
complain that Jordan wasn't straightedge and that he was cashing in 
on it thru Revelation Records. Will you be doing the same in the futui 
with victory? 

I Tonv - First of all,many of the releases on victory arenot from s.e. band; 

{Worlds Collide,Iceburn,and Snapcase do not consider themselves s.e 
and never did,although all of the bands do contain members who are 
s.e.). victory is and always was first and foremost a hardcore labe. 









I do not base my opinions on someone because they may or may not be 
straight. I've done this in the past and closed many avenues of 
expression which is not right.(you have just been to "The art of 
sidestepping a question” 101-J) 

PjP- Remember all the people you slagged for renouncing straightedge,how 
does it feel to be in the same category? 

Tony- I'm not in this category(Oh yes you fucking are! You joined the very 
second that first drop of alcohol hit your throat.-J). I made a 
mistake. I was straight for ki years("was" being the key word-J),then 
I made a mistake,but I learned from it. In fact,it has made me 
stronger(yeah,right-J)• 

PF- Will there be an INTEGRITY/Victory Records reunion now that both parties 
are drunks? 

Tony - (no answer. Maybe this means yes. He's trying to keep it secret,you 
know. Did I hear you say "In Contrast Of Gin"?-J) 

PF- I have heard rumors that there will be a BEER NUTS 7" on victory,true? 

I I am sure this will be a relevant piece of vinyl. 

E Tony - There was talk of this but nothing serious. Joe Kelly and the guys 
from Rights Of The Accused are friends of mine(then why didn't you 
talk to them about your problems? contradiction? Hmm.-J). If you do 
not like them because they aren't straightedge than that is your 
right. They are cool with me and don't diss straightedge so why 
should you diss them,which you are doing by dissing BEER NUTS,since 
% they make up this project, (first of all,i don't "diss” anything! I 

( have no aspirations of being a rapper so why the hell would I talk 
like that,dopey fresh! Secondly,where do I "diss" them in what I 
wrote? My,my,so defensive these days-J) 


P£- What is more impoetant to you,alcohol or money? 

Tony - Alcohol means nothing to me. Money is necessary to put out records 
and to function within society(onlv if your goal is to function 
within society,which mine is not-J). 

PF- Which do you prefer,Beer or Hard Liquor? 

Tony - I dislike both,how about yourself? (I DESPISE both-J) 

PF- Who do you like better,CHAIN OF STRENGTH or SLAPSHOT? 

Tony - I was never really into the first band. SLAPSHOT are nice guys. 

PF- Let me close this by saying it is no great surprise to me that you 
started drinking again. I knew it would happen. I feel sorry for you 
because I know that I would never want to look in the mirror and see 
someone as insincere as you proved to be. Final comments,speak now or 
forever hold your peace. 

Tony - You should feel sorry for yourself for being so full of petty hate 
fueled by useless gossip(there is nothing petty about it. You acted 
like you were better than the world so of course I am going to hold 
you to higher standards,standards that someone as weak as you can 
never live up to. You're big mouth and matching ego are finally 
getting you what you deserve. Gossip? What gossip,it's all true.-J). 
You pose this array of questions/insults in such a way as to insinuate 
that I live off of victory and made alot of money off of it(when did 
I say that in this interview? Was I sleeping? Sure,I think that,but 
I haven't said it yet!-J0. Every cent victory ever made has gone back 
into the label, victory currently owes me over $ 13,000 for money that 
I have put into it from my job.(sob,sob-J) In the past I was as 
militant as you and I regret that. I do not drink(except when the 
going gets tough-J). I do not do drugs(but give it a little time-J). 
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But if I did,would I not be worthy of life?(Correct!-J) I have met 
some good people in life who do abstain,I have met "bad" people in 
life who do abstain(Yourself being one of them I suppose-J). What 
really matters is the things you do for other people and the world. 
Hopefully your fanzine will take a more positive direction. 

So concludes my chat with this geek. If it sounds like I am being unfair 
during this interview,tough shit. Anyone who has been in prolonged contact I 
with this person will attest that this "attack" is not unwarrented. This 
bastard has the biggest mouth I know of. He will be the first to criticize! 
and ridicule for no reason,but when the tables are turned he cannot take 
it. Presented for those of you in Chicago who feed this idiot's ego by 
blindly following everything he does or says. XXX. 


the ever-quotable tony brummel. ^ > 


day and go pound beers the next day." 

(Good And Plenty) 


"...many songs allude to our strong 
beliefs-abstinance from alcohol / 
drugs." (Unsilent Minority zine) 


"...because I could pick up a beer in five 
minutes and I would not be straightedge 
anymore...if you started drinking,you 
wouldn't be straightedge anymore." 

(Crewcutt fanzine #one) 


"Yeah,I've just seen so many people I've 
known who were straightedge start drinking 
and shit,and then the new SE kids come along 
and are like,"Oh,what's up with you?",and 
the ex-SE kid would be like,"I was SE for 3 
years." Then they made those kids feel bad 
and those kids shouldn't feel bad. They 
should be like,"Yeah,you were SE!",and 
laugh at them!" (Crewcutt Fanzine #1) 


"I wear a Skrewdriver shirt sometimes." 

(Crewcutt Fanzine #1) 






















CHOKEHOLD hail from Ontario,Canada. They are part of a new breed of 
straightedge. Stronger,sincere. They have released two seven inches 
and a new tape,all of which are well worth looking into. This 
interview was conducted through the mail with Chris in January. 




Persist Fanzine - Let's start with names,ages,and instruments. 

:hris - My name is Chris(18) and I sing. Jeff(21) plays guitar. Sandy(l6) plays 
second guitar. Josh(l6) plays bass and Matt(18) plays drums. Oh yeah,and Eric 
(18) also sings. 

PF- When did the band form? What bands had you been in previous to CHOKEHOLD? 
Jhris- The band formed three years ago as SHORT FUSE,then we changed our name 
to BOTTOM LINE because of drastic line up changes. We found out there was a 
oand called BOTTOM LINE so we got so fed up we picked the dumbest name we 
:ould think of,which was CHOKEHOLD. Me and two other members of the band were 
In a band called CRUMBLE and I am currently working on a side project with 
some friends. We,CHOKEHOLD,have also added a second guitarist to add power, 
something we all agreed the band was lacking. 

^F- Is everyone in the band straightedge? 

Dhris - Yes,everyone in the band is one hundred percent straightedge. r 

?F- What does straightedge mean to you? c 

Ihris- Straightedge is about respect;a respect for yourself,a respect for the £ 
earth,a respect for others and a respect for individuality. To me it's a key to * 
inlock the mind and body and to use the gifts that were given to you. So many * 
sf us don't realize what's inside of us,and abusing the body won't help in 
finding these things out. 1 

PF- Are there any vegetarians in the band? < 

Chris- We are all vegans except for Josh,he is a vegetarian. | 

£F- How is the straightedge/hardcore scene in Canada? i 

Chris- Well,Canada is not known for it's hardcore scene and definatly not known 1 
for it's straightedge scene. Anyway,Canada is a big place and I really don't - 
rtnow what's going on everywhere,but in Hamilton the scene is really cool. There j 
seems to be all these kids starting to come out to the shows. There are not too - 
aany bands around. There is us and BASKETCASE and alot of talk of new bands ( 

starting,which is really good to hear. MANHUNT has made a few appearances 7 

locally but no one knows where they are from or who they are. They wear big ] 

black hooded sweatshirts and black ski masks,and basically beat the shit out of 
the crowd. Rumor has it that they have X's tattoed on their hands. Who knows 
where they are from,I heard they are from Cleveland(if they are straightedge I 
seriously doubt it!-Jeff). Anyways,turnouts are really good with about 150 kids ■ 
at every show. 

PF- You have played some shows in America,how have they gone? 

Chris- We have been playing out alot in the states. We have played Detroit 
twice,Buffalo three times,Hamburg,Lockport,and Syracuse twice. All the shows 
were fucking great except for the second Detroit show,because we sucked and 
clayed out of tune. I think people were unimpressed,but all the others went 
great. We got to play with NAKED ANGELS,VISION,CONVICTION,ENCOUNTER,MAYDAY, 

SNAPCASE,RICOCHET,and tons of awesome bands. 

PF - In your opinion,which is most important,lyrics or music? 

Chris - I think lyrics and music are both equally important. I think the heav¬ 
ier and angrier the music is,the more compelled you become to write lyrics 
that are just as angry. I think our lyrics have matured alot. Like before we 
would write the "generic" straightedge songs,but now I try to write lyrics 
with a straightedge theme to them but it's about why straightedge is a part of 
our lifestyle and about the bullshit we see and face everyday. 

PF - Do you feel that hardcore as a movement is stagnant and what can we do to 
improve it? 

Chris - I think there is alot of things in the hardcore scene I would like to 
see change. Alot of scenes I have seen lack commitment. For example,! go to 
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shqws in Buffalo two or three times a month and I see so many dedicated bands 
play to the same fifty kids everytime. Then when SHELTER or SICK OF IT ALL roll 
into town Three-hundred kids come out of the woodworks(I know exactly what you 
are saying-J),then OUTFACE and five other killer bands play two weeks later and 
chirty or forty kids show up. Then there is the fucking racism. FUCK r it makes 
me so sick. No one takes a stand anymore against it. I have seen a couple of 
cities totally overtaken by white power skinheads. The kids are so scared they 
just start to be friends with these idiots. It*s not just going to go away. We 
can*t ignore it. I think things could definatly improve if we could all look 
around,wake up and realize that hardcore is going to die a painful death if we 
don*t do something about it. Keep it DIY. Keep it underground. If you let it 
become commercially exploited,you might as well forget about hardcore staying 
alive in the Nineties. I won*t rant about sexism in hardcore,that 1 s a whole 
'nother interview. 

PF- You had a split' 7" out a while ago with CRISIS OF FAITH entitled “No 
Tolerance For Hardline",have you encountered any troubles for the anti hard¬ 
line message? 

Chris - Well first of all,our side had no title,the other band titled their 
side "No Tolerance...",only because somehow the idiots got the idea in their 
head that we were a hardline band. We are still known for our anti-hardline 
stance though. No,we have not had any trouble for our stand,and I hope we 
never do,but if we do we are prepared for any troubles. My biggest difference 
with the hardline movement is the homophobic attitudes they have and their 
quest to end homosexuality all together. I mean,I agree that millions of 
animals die everyday for human stupidity. But there are probably vegan nazis 
around also,and there is nothing cool about that,is there? I also don*t agree 
with their militant pro-life stance,but these are just my opinions. 

PF - I personally,do not agree with everything the hardline movement advocates 
but I most definatly feel their frustration and contempt. Animals are being 
slaughtered at an outrageous pace and it sickens me. I feel at this point that 
a militant stance,towards meat-eating,is almost necessary. 

Chris - I agree that a Vegan lifestyle is certainly a must if we want the earth 
i to survive another decade. We must end the slaughter,no maybe*s,no questions, 
it* s a must . 

5 PF - You just played a show in Detroit with EARTH CRISIS who are sort of a 
5 militant vegan band,were there any problems between the bands? 

Chris - EARTH CRISIS are some of the coolest and caring kids I have ever met. 
True,they are vegan,and so are we,so we had no problems at all. We don*t 
r necassarily agree with the pro-life side of the band,but I totally respect 
their reasons for being pro-life and I hope that they respect ours for not. 

I started wondering about the future of straightedge until I saw these guys 
play. They are awesome. 

PF - How did you hook up with Arm*s Reach Records? 

Chris - Arm*s Reach Records is done by our guitarist and a friend who really 
likes our music and he asked us to do a 7"• We were stoked so we did it. It 
came out in June and we all agree that it is not us at all. The layout is good 
and the color vinyl,but the music is ancient. 

PF - You just released a tape which seems to take you in a slower,meaner 
direction musically,can we expect a continuation of this progress in future 
songs? 

Chris - Yeah,that is the direction we are going in,but the tape is like daisy 
flowers compared to what our newer stuff is sounding like. We have some songs 
with no words yet and they are mean,really mean. We have a new LP coming out 
,on Conquer The World Records. 
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PF - What do most Canadians think of America? 

Chris - I love America,although I can't say the same for other Canadians, But 
there's alot not to like about it. 


PF - Best hardcore record of all time? 

Chris - Wow,that's a toughy. My personal opinion is either RELEASE "The Pain 
Inside" ?" or RELEASE "No Longer" 7” or maybe either RESSURECTION 7"• Jeff 
would say the INFEST lp. Matt would say OUTFACE lp or ENDPOINT lp. Josh would 
say EDGEWISE 7". Sandy would say ICEBURN 7". But we would all agree on CHORUS 
OF DISAPPROVAL lp or 7"! 


PF- Favorite bands? 

Chris- Fuck! Ah! ENDPOINT. RELEASE .RESSURECTION.CINDERBLOCK.SLUGFEST.EARTH 
CRISIS,MOUTHPIECE,CONVICTION,CHORUS OF DISAPPROVAL,MANHUNT,LIFETIME,OUTSPOKEN, 
DRIFT AGAIN,MAYDAY,RICOCHET,and STRAIN. There are just way to many to name. 

PF - Favorite book? 

Chris - My favorite book is "Kundalini Awakening" by John Selby. 

PF- You can eradicate one thing from this world,what is it and why? 

Chris - I would love to get rid of racism and sexism all together because it 
angers me to the point that one day I am afraid I might do something I might 
regret. That's how mad it makes me. When I see it,the rush of anger is unbel¬ 
ievable. 

PF - What would you like to accomplish with CHOKEHOLD? 

Chris - I would like people to read our lyrics and listen to what we have to 
say. If we have or will change at least one persons life,because they saw the 
light through our lyrics,I'm happy. And to tour till we die. 

PF - Final comments... 

Chris - Fuck you to anyone who thinks they are superior to another in anyway. 
Please look into a vegan or vegetarian lifestyle. Peace to our friends,to 
SLUGFEST,EARTH CRISIS,and all straightedge kids. Thank you so much Jeff for 
the interview,we really appreciate it. New tape is S3 and Shirts are S11• 
CHOKEHOLD / 416 E. 25th St. / Hamilton,Ontario / L8V-3B3 / Canada 
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EARTH CRISIS are a fairly new band from Syracuse,New York. Their lyrics are 
hard-hitting and uncompromising. Their hard stance on meat eating is one to 
be commended. Strong and moving,read into the mind of Karl who was inter¬ 
viewed through the mail in January. 

PERSIST fanzine - Members,ages,and what you play. 

Karl- Karl,22,vocals. Mike,17,bass. Ben,1?,guitar. Scott,1?,guitar. 

PF- When and why did EARTH CRISIS form? 

Ka^l- I started EARTH CRISIS in 1989* It never got off the ground due to the 
original line ups laziness. I played bass and made up all of the music and 
lyrics. The old singer didn't want to use some of the words because they were 
about fighting and violence. He's still totally straightedge and vegan,he was 
just too lazy.The guitarist and drummer both sold out on straightedge big time. 
I hope they fucking die. The current line up are real musicians and are 
motivated. We started out about a year ago. I was never in any other bands. I 
used to skate every day. I've known the other EARTH CRISIS members for the 
year we've been together. Everyone of them wanted to be in a straightedge band 
with lyrics about militant environmentalism and animal liberation. 

PF- Who came up with the name EARTH CRISIS and what is your interpretation of 
it's meaning? z 

Karl- A reggae band,STEEL PULSE,has an album called "Earth Crisis". We liked 
the name so we lifted it. The name EARTH CRISIS gives me a realistic picture of 
the way the world is;hate groups growing stronger,racism from every side,the 
destruction of nature,animals and unborn children being killed just for the 
sake of some fuckers selfishness. A medical definition for "crisis" is the 
point where a patient will begin to die or recover. I want the situation to 
recover at any cost. Evil has become the norm. 























iX- J-s everyone in the band straightedge and vegan? 

, Karl - Everyone is straightedge and vegan. YES ! I have never in my twenty-two 
years drank a single beer,smoked a cigarette,or taken any drug or been prom¬ 
iscuous. I have always abhored the poison,long before I heard of straightedge. 
When I discovered straightedge I totally loved it just as much as I do today. 

I made it my own. My faith has never been shaken by losers selling out. I hate 
t)ie poison because I have seen the damage it does. 

I PF- What does straightedge mean to you? 

\ Kar l- It's about respect. Straightedge is the first step on a staircase that 
j with time should take you upward to veganism. 

i PF- What do you think of all the people who claimed to be straightedge but 
. Tacked the sincerity and eventually changed? 
j Karl - The song M No Allegiance” should answer your question. 

| PF- What do you think of people like Maximum RocknRoll who constantly put down 
j straightedge records and fanzines,basically ignoring the effort kids put into 

Karl - Maximum RocknRoll is obviously run by losers because they put G.G. Allin 
ads in but have a ban on hardline and don’t give straightedge the respect it 
deserves. 

PF- Do you care what’ others think of EARTH CRISIS? 

£arl- No. I don’t care if people like EARTH CRISIS or not. Before anything or 
1 anyone I do it for myself. I didn f t start this to say,”yeah,let*s be pals even 
though you 1 re an evil bastard.” It’s about crushing the enemy. 




PF- Do you believe in and/or support the hardline movement? 

Karl - Yes,I believe in and support the hardline ideology. I have believed in 
direct action for animal liberation and saving the environment for five years, 
however I don't care about the whole gay issue. I along with every other EARTH 


CRISIS member are completely against outright promiscuity. It will always lead 
to lies and destruction. If two people love each other and want to hit the sack 
that s cool with me. If it’s two men,two women,a man and a woman,I don’t care. 
There s more important issues that need attention right now. Promiscuity is 
what needs to be dealt with. * 


PF- How is the Syracuse scene? 

J£a£l- The scene is going really good. In Syracuse everyone does a »zine or a 
label or plays in a band. Alot of people are working to put Syracuse Straight¬ 
edge on the map. Alot of them are new so I’ll have to wait to see who’s going 
to last. I’ve been let down many times,my trust isn’t free anymore. 

£F- Does it upset you when people ignore your message at shows? 

Karl- Alot of kids are totally inspired by our message. It has helped to 
convert people to veganism. What more could I ask for. Of course,I am sure a 
ton of the kids at the shows are there because their friends are and they will 
eventually sell out. There are also kids that like our music but don't care 
what we are about. They start fights at our shows,but fuck them,who cares. If 
someone is intentionally trying to hurt people on the dance floor,get your 
friends and stop them,don't let it continue. 

PF- How did you hook up with Conviction records? 

Kari- The first time we played Guav said he loved it and wanted to do our ep. 
so I said yeah cause we knew him. It's been out since October of 1992. I hose 
Guav gets himself in gear and gets them distributed. P 

PF- Have you had any negative responses to your lyrics? 

Kari- The most memorable negative response was,"They are the biggest pro-life 

n^ S foilr band T I 4 - V ?i® Ver 4 . Seen#, -, ,,SOme sirl said that after we Played, I could go 
on forever. Intelligent people are really enthusiastic. 

PF-Who writes your lyrics? 

»S«. ha JV« e ^ en 1 wrote a11 the iyrics to ten of them. Shane 

framework! y CRISIS and 1 wrote " Fuse " f0r him t0 sin e with 











PF- In your songs you say that confrontation is inevitable,and essential to a 
certain degree. Is "violence" on behalf of the innocent justified? Is self- 
defense and protection of the innocent truly "violence" anyways? 

Kgrl- Absolutly,justice is what every song is about,if it*s "Firestorm" our 
song about shooting dealers and burning crackhouses or "All Out War" which is - 
about crushing animal killers,it's the same thing. If a person can sell crack 
to a pregnant woman or anyone,they are fucking evil and need to be erased. If 
a vivisectionist.can destroy an animals life for his greed he should die for 
his greed and crimes. We take it one step further;it*s rescue the animals, 
kill the vivisectionists,and burn down the lab. It»s the wrath of sanity. 


How does it make you feel knowing that lots of people know the cruelty 
^^^^^^£uffer__and_yet continue to contribute to the problem? 



Karl- If you refuse to change then you are guilty and must be destroyed! 


PF- Your live set in Detroit really moved me,one of the most inspiring shows I 
have ever witnessed. It made me hate myself,it made me feel like I am not doing 
enough to change this rotting world. Do you feel satisfied with what you are 
doing? I think the day we become satisfied with our efforts is the day we 
become stagnant and irrelevant. 

. Karl - No,but I feel a little better than before because I *ve helped to convert 
people io veganism. I must constantly progress. Right on brother! Keen on 
climbing! 



PF- Did you support anyone in the recent presidential election? 

Karl - Yes,I supported Perot. I couldn*t support Bush because he destroyed our 
economy. I would have felt bad voting for Clinton because he smoked pot and 
that* s scary. I knew Clinton would win,he better pull us out. I voted because 
people died for the right to and if you didn*t you*re a lame bitch. 


PF- What are your opinions on women in straightedge? 

Karl- We have a fair amount of women in the Syracuse scene right now. Some of 
them totally sing along and are into it. I really hope that they are true. We 
need them if they are sincere. So far I am impressed. 


E£- Are we,as males,to blame for the lack of women in straightedge today? 
Karl - No. If they did *zines and played in bands I would definatly be stoked. 
Some males do fuck it up,"here,hold my keys" or "hey,can you give me some 
money". That shit is lame. 

PF - Favorite bands? 

Karl - SLAYER. SLAYER. SLAYER. SLAYER. SLAYER. 

PF - Favorite book and/or author? 

Karl - "The Hobbit" by Tolkien and "Return Of The Jedi". 

PF- What does the future hold for EARTH CRISIS? 

Karl- We are going to start recording for our lp very soon. We want to tour 
Europe and here. 


PF- When are you going to play in Chicago(hint-hint)? 

Karl - As soon as you get us a show! 

PF- What do you wish to accomplish through this band? 

Karl- To educate people about respecting innocent life and convert people to 
veganism. Straightedge is our personal belief but their is no excuse for people 
m civilization to drink,smoke,or take any drugs. It is mindless and unnec¬ 
essary. 

PF- Last comments... * 

Kari- Thanks to all straightedge vegans,hardliners,and everyone else who does 
their part through direct action. Let your love be known. FIGHT UNTIL DEATH! 


EARTH CRISIS (Karl) 
124 Harvard Place 
Syracuse,NY 13210 


Conviction Records/EARTH CRISIS hotline 
( 315 ) 424-9071 call any time. 
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To dance or not to dance,that is the question. What is the answer? It is 
all up to you . Unlike other scenesters in Chicago I do not advocate 
mandatory dancing at shows. Hey,if you want to do it,that is great. If you 
do not want to do it,fine. Decide for yourself. Don't let somebody else 
choose what you will do with your body. Personally,sometimes I dance. It 
all depends on what band is playing and how I feel that particular day. If 
t a band has great lyrics and powerful music to go with an intense stage 
presence (in that order) I am usually moved enough to dance. I cannot,nor 
( do I try to,predict/plan when it will happen,just whenever the inspiration 
• is too powerful to control. I despise those of you that dance to prove 
your "toughness' 1 or dance to impress others. What is the point? What is 
the point of these actions? Drop your bullshit macho attitude. If you want 
to portray the role of "tough guy" then become a professional wrestler,but 
keep it out of this scene. To those of you who preach that people "must" 
i dance at shows,you are pathetic. Why don't you start worrying about your 
own actions. If you really want to dance then why the hell should you care 
if others choose to or not? Answer me. Hmm,maybe you are looking for 
acceptance,ego inflation,or maybe you are very insecure and not as strong 
as you lead us to believe. Who looks cool dancing,who is the "hardest" 
dancer*..in the end what difference does any of that make? None. None 
whatsoever. Don't take this the wrong way,I am not going to deny that I 
have alot of fun when tons of kids are enjoying a band and really getting 
into them. I love that just as much as the next person does. But I can 
have just as much fun if I am the only person getting into it. So express 
yourself as you see fit,but do it because you are inspired,do it because 
you feel it. 
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SNAKE EYES 

fanzine number two- out now! features interviews with ressurection, end¬ 
point, bloodline, split lip, earth crisis and more, all for only one dollar(ppd). 

a few issues of snake eyes issue one are still availible with bloodthirst and v ^ 
much more, a steal for one dollar.(ppd) 

b.j. lund 1530 w. Wisconsin ave. #403, milwaukee, wi 53233 
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$2.00 THE ZINE 28 PAGES OF: 

DRUG FREE 
MEAT FREE 
SO STRAIGHT EDGE 
IT HURTS 

INTERVIEWS WITH:ENDPOINT, 
RESSURECTION,BLOODLET, 

AVAIL, ENKENDAL, FALLING 
FORWORD.SPLITLIP,BLOODLINE,LIFE¬ 
TIME,REASONS WHY SMOKING IS 
RELLEY STUPID AND MUCH MORE. 
OUT ON FEB.13(THE 23RD 
ANNIVERSARY OF BLACK 
SABBATH’S FIRST ALBUM) 
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I Do I think homosexuality is wrong? I can answer that with a resounding "NO", 
* without hesitation* I have chosen my heterosexuality,and others have chosen 
their sexual orientation* If a person can find love and happiness then why 
> should I care whether it be with the opposite sex or the same sex. As long 
j! as nobody is being harmed why should anyone care about someone else's 

preference? When I see people in love it makes me happy for them,or maybe a 
i bit jealous that I am unlucky enough to not find someone myself,but it has 
1 never made me angry. Why do certain people find it "wrong" that two people 
^ are in love? We all must make the choice for ourself and we must not infr- 

I inge upon the right of others to make that same choice. The people who are 
most vocal of their anti-homosexuality are also the first people to moan 
when somebody tries to tell them how they should live, their life. We,as 
human beings,need food to exist although we choose different types. We,as 
human beings,also need love to exist although we choose different types. I ! 
realize that the above was quite a simple comparison,but anybody who would ! 
hate someone based on who that person cares to be with needs the least I 

difficult analogy possible. What two consenting people do in their privacy j 
is their own business. Homosexuality is not wrong,but homophobia is. Put an 
end to it now. 



















Bear witness to the glorious rebirth of a movement. 
In 1993, Chicago straightedge makes its return. No 
mortal shall stand in our path. It's our time... 

For interviews, bookings, information and stickers 
write: ENDURE post office box 282, Clarendon 
IL 60514. 












Well,I guess that is all for the first issue. It was alot of fun to do and 
it was also quite a learning experience. I hope to progress with each 
issue.' I apologize for the interviews in this issue. I dreaded doing them 
through the mail because you cannot confront people that way. I promise 
that future issues will avoid this as much as possible. If you would like 
to contribute something to PERSIST,please send it. We really need articles, 
show reviews,and pictures. Issue two will feature BLOODLINE,EDGEWISE. 
ENDPOINT,RESSURECTION,SILENCE,more articles,more pictures,and whatever else 
I can dig up. Issue three will have ENDURE,FRAME,MOUTHPIECE,STRENGTH ALONE, 
and STRIFE. See you in a few months. XXX. 
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